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(  ()MI\(;  NK\  I  MOM  H 

NOTRE  dame:  Ml-DAL 
BY  JACQUES  &  CHARIT-S  WIENER 


W'l  lAT’S  Xl'W? 

cTiim.\ri\(:  rfirvn-yw  S('iK)()iS()h isrcncyrniRApy 

sicMiisn  PRiiin 


All  thn'f  coins  haw  the  same  s/nt  ifk  alions  !>()  hunt  fin  e  value.  pnH)f.  22  mm,  7.S9  fjm  of 
fine  ^olJ.  mima\;e  20.(KKK  Jesi^neJ  hv  \  fa^  ffelmul  AnJexlin^er  anJ  fierherl  Hahner. 
Jhe  com  pictun-J ahose  ssus  the  ss  inner  of  "Ihe  .\fosi  Arii.siic  Coin  "  in  Krause  Puhlicalions 

( 'oin  of  the  Year  com/H-lilion 


Celebrating  the  pioneering 
schools  of  psychotherapy  the 
scientific  discipline  established 
in  the  Austrian  capital  in  the  2()th 
century  the  enlightening  three- 
coin  series.  The  Henna  Schools  of 
Psychotherapy,  gets  under\^ay  in 
the  shape  of  the  founding  father  of 
psychoanalysis.  Sigmund  1  reud. 
His  theories  may  be  the  subject 
of  much  discussion,  but  I  reud 
was  undoubtedly  one  of  the  great 
thinkers  of  the  20th  century  and  his 
work  still  resonates  some  SO  years 
since  his  death. 

Horn  into  a  Jewish  family  on 
6  May  1 S56,  in  the  present-day  Czech 
Republic,  Freud,  a  neurologist,  set 
up  his  clinical  practice  in  Vienna  in 
1SS6.  Using  a  technique  called  ‘Free 
association’,  in  which  he  encouraged 


his  patients  to  talk  freely  without 
interruption  or  suggestion,  and 
another  knoun  as  ‘Transference*,  in 
which  patients  transfer  their  feeling 
from  pre\ious  relationships  onto  the 
relationship  with  the  analyst,  Freud 
made  his  name  as  the  founder  of 
psycfK>analysis.  uith  help  from  his 
mentor  Josef  Hreuer  ( 1S42-1^25).  In 
1 03S.  Freud  and  his  family  fled  Vienna 
for  London  to  escape  the  Nazis.  He 
died  in  the  British  capital  inl^-^^J,  but 
many  tenns  attributed  to  Freud,  such 
as  ‘Oedipus  complex’,  ‘super  ego’, 
‘Freudian  slip’  and  ‘libido’,  live  on. 
The  reverse  of  the  coin  illustrates  the 
‘will  to  pleasure’,  a  central  element 
in  Freud’s  work,  while  a  portrait  of 
Freud,  based  on  a  photo  taken  in  1926 
by  Ferdinand  Schmutzer,  is  featured 
on  the  coin’s  obverse. 
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The  second  coin  in  our  enlightening 
The  Vienna  Schools  of  Psychotherapy 
gold  series  is  dedicated  to  Alfred  Adler 
(1870-1937).  Originally  a  member 
of  Sigmund  Freud’s  psychoanalytic 
movement,  Adler  broke  with  hreud 
and  founded  the  Society  for  Individual 
Psychology  in  1912.  Individual 
psychology  became  a  viable 
alternative  to  psychoanalysis  and,  like 
the  other  two  pioneers  celebrated  in 
the  series,  Adler  had  a  major  impact 
on  the  development  of  psychotherapy, 
the  scientific  discipline  established  in 
Vienna  in  the  20th  century. 

Bom  in  Vienna  in  1 870,  Adler  was 
the  second  of  seven  children  born  to 
Hungarian-Jewish  parents.  After  his 
studies  at  the  University  of  Vienna, 
Adler  became  an  ophthalmologist 
before  moving  into  general  practice. 
His  clinical  experience  led  him  to 
conclude  that  each  patient  should  be 
viewed  as  a  unique  entity,  that  we  are 


free  beings  who  arc  not  determined 
by  our  instincts  and  that  we  have  to 
solve  the  cultural  responsibilities  that 
life  imposes  on  us.  This  idea  made 
individual  psychology  a  therapeutic 
alternative  to  psychoanalysis,  a 
development  that  was  temporarily 
hindered  by  the  First  World  War, 
during  which  Adler  served  as  a 
doctor  with  the  Austrian  Army. 
After  the  war,  Adler's  influence 
grew  considerably.  From  1927,  he 
was  a  regular  visitor  to  the  United 
States  where  his  optimistic  view  of 
humanity  achieved  great  popularity. 
In  the  early  193()s,  Adler’s  .lewish 
heritage  led  to  the  closure  of  his 
Austrian  clinics  and  he  left  the  country 
of  his  birth  for  a  professorship  at  the 
Long  Island  College  of  Medicine. 
One  of  the  world’s  best  known 
psychologists  at  the  time,  Adler  died 
in  1937  while  on  a  lecture  tour  in 
Scotland. 
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I  Iklor  Fnmkl 


The  author  of  32  biK>ks  and  the 

recipient  of  29  honorar)  doctorates, 

Viennese  neurologist  and  psychiatrist 

V'iktor  Frank  I  \s  as  most  famous  for 

his  bestselling  biK>k  Man  !v  Search  for 

Meaning.  He  \sas  also  the  founder  of 

Logotherapy,  a  form  of  existential 

analysis  and  the  ‘Third  \'iennese 
¥ 

School  of  FNychotherapy,’ 

liorn  in  Vienna  in  1905,  like 
Sigmund  Freud  and  Alfred  Adler 
before  him,  Viktor  FrankI  was  of 
Jewish  heritage.  Hut  unlike  the 
founders  of  the  two  other  Vienna 
Schools  of  Psychotherapy,  FrankI 
lived  through  the  darkest  moments 
of  the  holocaust,  during  which  he 
was  interned  in  four  dilTerent  Na/i 
concentration  camps,  including 
Auschwitz.  His  parents,  brother 
and  first  wife  lost  their  lives  in  the 
camps,  but  FrankI  survived  and,  not 
long  after  his  release,  published  his 
account  of  his  experiences  in  the 
concentration  camps  in  the  form  of 
Man  !v  Search  for  Meaning.  The  book 
recounts  how  FrankI  discovered  the 


importance  of  finding  meaning  in 
all  forms  of  existence  and,  thus,  a 
reason  to  continue  living.  That  is 
a  combination  of  two  of  the  basic 
principles  of  logotherapy,  the  fact 
that  we  have  the  freedom  to  find 
meaning  in  what  we  do  and  what 
we  experience,  however  terrible,  is 
the  third.  Meaning  is  symbolized 
on  the  coin  by  a  young  woman 
who,  lost  in  her  thoughts  with  her 
eyes  closed,  holds  a  Hower  in  her 
hand  while  leaning  on  a  medallion, 
upon  w  hich  a  bird  Hies  at  the  centre 
of  a  maze. till 


Source:  w  w  w.muenzeiKsterreich.at 
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JIIDAICA  AMERICANA  FROM 
NUMBER  ONE  MONEY  MAN 


GROUP  of  10  CARMEL  ITE  CARMEL.  LI  AIFA  ISRAEL.  SI  B^^A^ 

TOKENS  $34.95 


Fforn  the  World  's  Smallest  Snhway  (if  not  the 
smallest,  then  at  least  one  of  the  smallest) 
opened  in  Haifa  in  1^56  and  named  for 
the  Carmel  Station  All  10  of  these  /  7  mm 
tokens  are  in  niee  eireulated  condition.  7 he 
system  boasts  a  mere  4  ears  and  6  stations 
(approximately  2  Kilometers). 


3  ISRAEL.  >LASOMC  \LEDAL.S  LLEL5RE\V  ARABIC  GINOSAR  & 
KADIMA  LIADERA&  ROSLL  LLAAIN  $189.95 


Middle  -  Hebrew  &  Arabic  "GINOSAR  "  (GENNESARET  in  the  New  Testament)  by  the  Sea  of 
Galilee.  Measures  approximately  45  mm  In  New  Looking  Condition 

Right  -  Hebrew  &  English  -  for  the  Kadirna  Lodge  in  Hadera  With  name  A  date  (1^52)  engraved 
on  the  reverse.  Measures  approximately  35  mm  In  New  Looking  C  ondition. 

Left  -  Hebrew  &  English  -  for  the  Rosh  Ha  'ain  Lodge  in  Petach  Tikva  .Measures  approximately 

35  mm.  fn  New  Looking  Condition 


JUDAICA:  WORLD  FAMOUS  SIIUL.AN  LEW  EI.F.RS  of  AKRON  OHIO 

L.UCK\  PENNA  (1955-1))  $24.95 


Circulated  Cent,  with  dirt  and  tarnish  as  per 
photo.  This  company  is  still  owned  by  the 
Simian  family,  which  is  prominent  in  Akron's 
Jewish  communitv. 


Free  shipping  for  AINA  members.  Send  check  payable  to  NumberOneMoneyMan  to: 

#1,  P.O.  Bo.\4075,  Ft.  Myers,  FL  33918 

Life  Member  ot  AINA,  APS,  FUN,  IBNS,  SPM(, 
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RABBI  ISAAC'  MAM;R  WISl-  Ri;i ORM 
JUDAISM  AND  C'lXCIWATl 

By  Dan  Randolph 


rhi)U>)iraph  of  Rahht  Imuh  hy 

Isuai  Hvnfiimin.  Cincinnati.  Ohio 


I  //'ir/s//  \7s/( ).\:\R)' 

( )n  I  cbmary  1 3. 1 X73. 1  Icnrv' Adler 
became  the  tirsl  Jewish  philanthropist 
in  America  to  contribute  a  significant 
sum  of  money  to  establish  a 
rabbinical  seminary.  Ihe  seminary, 
known  as  Hebrew  rheological 
Seminary,  transfomied  the  American 
Jewish  landscape  by  bolstering 
the  growth  of  Retonn  Judaism  in 
the  Midwest.  At  the  helm  of  the 
seminary  stcxKl  Rabbi  Isaac  Mayer 
W'ise,  a  towering  figure  in  Cincinnati 
and  in  world  Jewry  at  large.  W'ise 
was  then  a  pulpit  rabbi  of  the  IMiim 


Street  Temple,  also  called  B'nai 
\eshurun,  but  the  establishment  of' 
the  Hebrew  rheological  Seminary 
helped  propel  him  to  further  national 
prominence.  I'he  seminarv’s  main 
patron,  Henr\  Adler,  grew  up  as  a 
man  of  humble  means,  though  he 
eventually  achieved  tremendous 
wealth.  His  contribution  of  $l(),()()0 
sent  shiKkwaves  around  the  county 
and  allowed  Refomi  Judaism  to 
blossom  in  the  United  States. 

Henr\'  .Adler  was  a  wealthy 
merchant  and  brother  of  Rabbi 
Leibmann  .Adler,  a  prominent 
rabbinical  authority  in  Chicago.  He 
was  bom  in  Lengsfeld,  (lemiany 
in  ISOS  and  moved  to  the  U.S.  to 
build  his  fortune  in  the  small  city 
of  I.awrenceburg,  Indiana.  Adler's 
philanthropic  contributions  were 
legendarv’.  .According  to  one  story 
recorded  in  the  Universal  Jewish 
bncyclopedia,  following  severe 
floods  in  the  region,  Adler  donated 
1, ()()()  loaves  of  bread  daily  to 
victims  of  the  disaster. 

Perhaps  more  than  anything  else, 
Adler  is  remembered  today  for  his 
contributions  to  the  Refomi  Jewish 
movement.  In  1 S73,  Adler contributed 
SI 0,000  a  tremendous  sum  at  the 
time  toward  the  establishment  of 
The  Hebrew  Theological  Seminary. 
The  funds  were  offered  at  a 
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convention  of  the  Union  of  American 
Hebrew  Congregations  including 
Shearith  Israel,  Ahavath  Achim, 
Bene  Israel  -  Rockdale,  Bene 
Yeshumm  -  Plum  Street.  All  the 
congregations  were  Orthodox,  which 
made  his  announcement  even  more 
remarkable.  Adler's  contribution 
allowed  for  the  growth  of  Refomi 
Judaism  in  the  United  States  at  a  time 
when  Orthodoxy  still  dominated 
the  mainstream  Jewish  ethos.  His 
philanthropic  audacity  was  unique,  a 
fact  that  was  duly  noted  at  the  time. 

HO\ORI\G  ADI i:r's 
RIUIAXTHROPY 

The  Refonn  Jewish  community 
in  Cincinnati  knew  that  a  man  like 
Henry  Adler  needed  to  be  honored. 
He  was  the  first  major  Reform 
philanthropist  in  the  country,  and 
the  still  nascent  movement  was 
keen  to  demonstrate  its  gratitude 
to  the  man  who  helped  establish 
one  of  the  great  centers  for  Refonn 
Judaism  in  the  world.  Adler’s  70th 
birthday  proved  to  be  just  the  right 
opportunity.  The  Board  of  Governors 
of  Hebrew  Union  College  (“HUC") 
used  the  occasion  to  celebrate  the 
life  and  work  of  a  man  who  helped 
transform  their  religious  terrain. 
At  a  ceremony  arranged  in  Adler’s 
honor,  the  Board  presented  him  with 
a  silver  cup  depicting  a  ceremonial 
trumpet  and  floral  design.  The  cup 
is  inscribed  with  the  following  text: 


“Token  of  esteem  and  veneration 
to  Henry  Adler,  Esq.  From  The 
Board  of  Governors,  Hebrew  Union 
College,  Oct.  22,  1878”. 

At  the  ceremony,  one  of  HUC’s 
board  members  remarked  “this 
token  of  esteem  will  no  doubt  be 
one  of  the  most  treasured  family 
heirlooms.” 

There  was  newspaper  coverage 
of  the  event  in  Cincinnati  and  in 
the  American  Israelite,  the  local 
newspaper  distributed  in  Cincinnati’s 
Jewish  community. 

Adler’s  cup  had  been  lost  for 
over  a  century  but  was  recently 
discovered  in  New  Hampshire. 
Upon  close  examination,  the  cup 
contains  the  inscription  “Duhme 
&  Co.”,  the  name  of  a  prestigious 
Cincinnati  company  known  as  the 
“Tiffany  of  the  West.”  The  cup  is 
now  back  in  C'incinnati  130  years 
after  its  initial  disappearance. 
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The  cup  is  a  silver  presentalion 
\essel  appruxinialely  3-3  X”  high;  the 
diameter  is  2-3  4”,  As  the  inscription 
indicates,  it  was  most  likely  made  by 
‘‘Duhme  A:  C'o.”  It  is  marked  »224, 
the  standard  mark  for  I  STS. 

riie  cup  has  no  markings  such  as 
*^>25  or  StM)  to  indicate  siKer  content. 
However,  there  are  se\eral  siKer 
test  lines  the  cup  is  considered 
the  equivalent  of  sterling  siKer.  I  he 
cup  may  ha\e  been  donated  to  one 
of  the  HU(’  board  members  as  a 
favor  from  an  executive  at  Duhme. 
.Altematively,  it  is  possible  that  the 
Board  special  ordered  the  cup  at  the 
suggestion  of  Isaac  Mayer  \\  ise,  vv  ho 
was  particularly  enthusiastic  about 
the  prospect  of  hononng  Adler. 

I  he  cup  symboh/es  more  than  just 
a  community  wanting  to  give  back  to 
a  helpful  patron  I  he  cup  symbol i/es 
an  early  triumph  of  Refonn 
Judaism  at  a  time  when  the  inlds 
were  stacked  against  it.  (’mcinnati, 
Ohio  might  have  seemed  like  an 
unusual  place  to  give  rise  to  one  of 
the  most  wuiespread  movements  in 
the  Jewish  world.  Taw  renceburg, 
Indiana  might  have  seemed  even 
more  unusual.  Henry'  Ailler  surprised 
the  world  by  the  breadth  aiul  impact 
ot  his  philanthropy.  .As  seen  with  the 
continued  success  of  C ’mcinnati 's 
Hebrew  Union  College  today, 
Adler’s  legacy  continues  to  inspire 
new  generations  of  philanthropists 
to  promote  the  values  of  Retbrm 
Judaism  that  he  held  dear. 


As  one  of  the  first  significant  Jewish 
philanthropists  in  the  United  States, 
Henrv'  .Adler  taught  the  American 
Jewish  community  how  to  gamer 
I'urther  donations,  fhe  silver  cup  was 
only  the  first  of  a  long  line  of  artifacts 
u.sed  to  honor  donors.  Religious 
congregations  began  improv  ising  w  ith 
dilTerent  ways  to  attract  philanthropic 
donations,  fhe  leadership  recognized 
that  to  continue  to  attract  donors,  it 
would  need  to  provide  new  fonns  of 
gratitude.  Uniquely  minted  “coin.s” 
(actually  medals)  proved  to  be  just  the 
nght  thing. 

/lonists  m  the  '^'ishuv  (the  pre¬ 
state  Jewish  .settlement  in  what 
would  become  Israel)  partnered 
with  diaspora  Jewish  communities 
to  fundraise  on  behalf  of  a  variety 
of  Jew  ish  cau.ses.  .As  w  ith  so  many 
other  things,  the  Israelis  found  a  way 
to  improve  on  an  already  proven 
system  of  honoring  philanthropists, 
/lomst  fundraisers  proposed  the 
idea  of  medals  bearing  dilVerent 
religious  images  to  serve  as  gifts  tor 
patrons.  The.se  medals  symbolized 
the  gratitude  expressed  by  a  religious 
community  to  its  benefactors. 

( )ne  seminal  medal  produced  in 
('mcinnati  marks  a  collaborative  ef¬ 
fort  between  /iomsts  and  American 
Jews.  I  he  medal  depicts  an  image 
of  Isaac  Mayer  W  ise,  the  very  same 
rabbi  responsible  for  the  Henry 
Adler  cup.  'fhis  image  is  based  on  a 
depiction  of  Rabbi  W'ise  created  by 
the  great  Zionist  artist,  Boris  Schatz, 
and  captures  the  rabbi’s  formidable 
persona  at  its  finest.  The  rabbi’s 

Continued 
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right  profile  is  depicted,  and  he  is 
seen  looking  out  into  the  distance, 
perhaps  at  an  interlocutor.  His  glass¬ 
es  are  raised  about  halfway  up  to  his 
forehead,  so  that  they  are  no  longer 
covering  his  eyes.  The  image  depicts 
an  older  Rabbi  Wise,  reminiscent  of 
the  large  painting  of  the  man  fea¬ 
tured  in  Cincinnati’s  Hebrew  Union 
College.  The  medal  was  produced  to 
commemorate  the  70'*’  anniversary 
of  Hebrew  Union  College’s  found¬ 
ing;  the  back  of  the  medal  contains 
the  towers  of  the  college. 

Perhaps  one  of  the  most  interesting 
facets  of  this  plaque  is  its  context 
in  history.  It  is  perhaps  a  peculiar 
choice  for  a  prominent  Zionist  artist 
to  honor  the  profile  of  Rabbi  Wise. 
Wise  was,  after  all,  a  notorious  anti- 
Zionist  throughout  his  lifetime.  He 
frequently  derided  Theodore  Hcrzl, 
whom  he  saw  as  a  nefarious  figure 
whose  elTorts  only  served  to  give 
ammunition  to  anti-Semites  alleging 
that  Jews  could  not  be  genuinely 
loyal  to  their  states  of  residence.  Wise 


wrote  vociferously  against  Zionist 
ideals  in  the  American  Israelite  and 
in  other  publications  around  the 
country.  The  fact  that  Boris  Schatz 
chose  to  recreate  his  image  itself 
provides  a  fascinating  commentary 
on  the  history  of  honoring  Jewish 
philanthropists. 

By  choosing  to  create  an  image 
featuring  Rabbi  Wise,  Boris  Schatz  is 
seen  otTering  a  fig  leaf  to  American 


Plaque  hy  Boris  Sehatz. 
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Jews  who  might  disagree  with  some 
ot  the  views  espoused  by  his  Zionist 
brethren.  I'he  philanthropist  who 
likely  reeeived  the  Rabbi  W  ise  medal 
was  probably  a  Refonn  Jew.  Refonn 
Judaism  is  the  largest  religious 
denomination  in  the  Jeuish  world, 
and  today  many  of  its  adherents  are 
ardent  Zionists.  Hy  putting  Rabbi 
W  ise’s  face  on  a  medal,  the  ereators 
of  the  medal  were  sending  a  message 
to  Refonn  Jews  around  the  world: 
we  may  have  had  our  ditl'erenees 
in  the  past,  but  we  are  now  one. 
Ihis  message  of  unity  symbolizes 
the  tniimph  of  the  future  Israel 
as  a  collective  home  for  all  Jews, 
Refonn,  Onhinlox,  ('onservatne, 
and  more. 


I'he  success  achieved  with  Rabbi 
W  ise’s  medal  may  have  eventually 
led  the  new  ly-founded  state  of  Israel 
to  create  medals  of  its  ow  n,  this  time 
e.xplicitly  honoring  Hebrew  Union 
College.  One  medal,  dated  .March 
24-31,  1963,  was  a  gift  presented  to 
Hebrew  Union  College  by  Israel’s 
Minister  of  hducation.  By  this 
time,  Hebrew  Union  College  had 
established  it.self  in  Israel  with 
the  opening  of  its  Jerusalem 
headqiuirters.  Israel  liad  yet  to  liberate 
Jenisalem  in  tlie  1967  War,  which 
makes  the  timing  of  this  medal 
particularly  unique.  Hie  medal  also 
contiiins  a  menonili  w  ith  tlie  countrv' 
“Israel”  wntten  in  Hebrew,  iin  emblem 
for  tlie  still  young  Jew  ish  state. 


Both  the  W  i.se  and  Hebrew  Union  as  legally  valid.  I  his  policy  has 
( ollege  medals  serve  as  critical  led  to  widespread  condemnation 
reminders  tcxlay  ol  the  idea  ol  Israel  by  the  Reform  and  Conservative 
as  a  homeland  for  all  Jews.  I  he  movements  in  the  United  States  and 
past  few  years  have  reintroduced  Israel.  I. (Hiking  at  these  medals,  we 
vigorous  debate  as  to  the  extent  to  are  reminded  that  Israel’s  leaders 
which  Orthodox  Judaism  should  have  always  considered  Reform 
dominate  Israeli  national  life.  Jews  as  their  brethren.  Despite  strong 
Under  current  law,  only  Orthodox  difJerences  in  attitudes  towards 
sanctioned  marriages  are  recognized  Zionism  or  religious  law,  Israel’s 
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national  consciousness  has  remained 
nonpartisan.  The  Wise  and  HUC 
medals  were  highly  successful 
vehicles  for  honoring  philanthropists 
precisely  because  they  overcame 
major  ideological  obstacles. 


Perhaps,  with  the  right  frame  of 
mind,  gazing  at  these  medals  can 
remind  .lews  around  the  world  about 
the  importance  of  unity  and  tolerance 
for  one  another. 


The  Hebrew  Union  CoUege-Jewish  Institute  of  Religion  President's  Medallion  features 
conjoined  portraits  of  Rabbi  Isaac  Mayer  Ifise  and  Stephen  Hise.  Stephen  liise  was  the 
founder  of  the  Jewish  Institute  of  Religion,  which  merged  with  HUC  in  1950. 

The  medal  was  produced  by  Medallic  Art  Company  c.  I97S. 


Isaac  Mover  Wise/Hebrew  Union 
College  medal  issued  by  the  Judaic 
Heritage  Society _ 


We  wish  to  give  thanks  to  the 
American  Jewish  Archives  at 
Hebrew  Union  College  and  the 
Skirball  Museum  of  Cincinnati  for 
providing  assistance  and  research 
for  this  paper  and  for  giving  us 
access  to  their  repository  of  material 
and  artifacts.  We  also  wish  to  thank 
Ira  Rezak,  M.D.  for  his  assistance. 

Aryeh  M.  Younger  co-authored 
this  article. rcj 


13 


5()  l  l  I  JIW'ISI  I-.\MI;RIC\\  1  lAll  OF 
FAMF:  MI  DAF  C'(  )i\F\n:M()RATF:S  RABBI 

ISAAC'  MWI  R  WISF: 

By  Mcl  Wacks,  Director  of  the  .lew ish- American  flail  of  l  ame 


Ihc  Jcwish-Amcncan  Hall  of 
Fame  IS  inducting  Rabbi  Isaac  Mayer 
\\  ise  m  20 1 0.  the  2(K)’'’  anni\  crsar\  of 
his  birthday  and  the  50  '  anni\crsar\ 
of  the  Jew  ish-American  1  fall  off  ame. 
I  oiinded  in  1060  by  Mel  Wacks,  it 
was  a  part  of  the  Judah  L.  Magnes 
Museum  in  Berkeley  until  2(MK);  and 
It  has  been  a  di\  ision  of  the  American 
Jewish  Historical  Society  beginning 
in  2(M)1.  Rabbi  W’ise’  biography  and 
a  quiz  aK)ut  his  life  will  be  added 
to  the  JAllF’s  award-winning  web 
site  WWW  amuseum.t)rgjahf.  and 
Wise’s  portrait  plaque  will  be  added 
to  the  JAHf  ’s  pennanent  exhibit  at 
the  \'irginia  lloUKaust  Museum  in 
Richmond  following  its  unveiling 
at  the  opening  of  the  exhibit  “Striking 
Medals:  50  >'ears  of  the  Jewish- 
American  Hall  of  l  ame”  on  April 
6'^  at  the  I H 'C'-Skirball  Museum  in 
(incinnati. 

In  addition,  a  limited  edition  of 
medals  will  be  minteil  and  sold  to 
raise  funds  for  the  non-profit  Jew  ish- 
American  Hall  of  Fame.  I  he  Rabbi 
Isaac  Mayer  Wise  medals  w  ill  be  the 
50"’  produced  by  the  JAHI,  which 
has  been  recognized  as  the  longest- 
running  series  of  art  medals  in  the 
U.S.  by  C'oinsWeekly. 

The  Rabbi  Wise  medal  and 
plaque  were  created  by  renowned 


American  sculptor  hugene  Daub, 
whose  previous  JAHF  pieces 
commemorated  honorees  ranging 
from  the  baseball  player  and  spy 
Moe  Berg  to  Supreme  C  ourt  Justice 
Ruth  Bader  (iinsburg.  The  designs 
were  coordinated  with  Abby 
Schwartz,  Director  of  the  Skirball 
Museum  HUC'-JIR  in  C  incinnati. 

T  he  portrait  for  the  J.AHF  plaque 
and  the  medal  is  based  on  a  plaque 
by  Boris  Schatz  (1S66-1932), 
founder  of  the  Bezalel  Academy 
of  Art  and  Design  in  Jenisalem. 
This  plaque  was  contained  in  a 
group  of  bronze  reliefs,  oils  and 
sepia  paintings  by  Schatz  donated 
to  Hebrew  Union  C  ollege  in  1926 
by  philanthropist  Joseph  Schonthal 
of  C’olumbus,  Ohio.  (See  picture  of 
plaque  m  previous  article.) 

Shown  are  Daub's  final  drawing, 
the  preliminarx-  portrait  in  clay,  and 
the  final  medallic  portrait. 
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The  reverse  design  is  based  on  another  object  in  the  collection  of  the  Skirball  Museum 
HUC-JlR—a  Tas  (Torah  Breastplate)  made  by  Andrew  Messmer,  that  was  presented 
along  with  a  set  of  rimmonim  (Torah  Finials)  to  Isaac  Mayer  H  ise,'  its  Hebrew  inscription 
reads:  "Yeladim  [children]  to  our  teacher  and  rabbi,  Dr.  Isaac  Mayer  IJ  V.vt’  on  his  SOth 
birthday,  1899.  ”  However,  the  inscription  was  too  small  to  be  read  on  the  medal,  and  so 
the  sculptor  took  artistic  license  and  inscribed  only  "Isaac  Mayer  li'ise"  in  Hebrew. 


Each  plaster  model  is  about  8  a  2-inch  die  by  means  of  a  3-D 

inches  in  diameter.  A  negative  is  then  pantograph  machine  that  transfomis 

made  from  a  harder  material  (epoxy),  the  design  into  a  2-inch  die. 
which  is  subsequently  reduced  to 

Continued 
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Ihc  medals  are  produced  on  a 
press,  as  are  coins.  I  he  ditTerence  is 
that  coins  only  need  to  be  stamped 
once,  but  because  the  J.-Mlt* 
medals  have  such  high  relief  they 
must  each  be  stamped  about  three 
times.  .A her  stamping,  the  medals  are 


trimmed  to  get  the  unusual  rounded 
trapezoidal  shape,  sand-blasted  to 
get  a  granular  surface,  have  toning 
applied,  and  then  each  piece  is  lightly 
bnished  by  hand  to  gi\e  an  antique 
elTect.  I'inally  each  medal  is  edge 
numbered. 


Idle  Isiiac  Mayer  Wise  bronze  medals  \Kere  minted  in  limited  editions 
in  bronze  (150  max.),  pure  silver  (75  max.)  and  gold-plated  silver 
(35  max.).  Only  a  small  quantity  of  bronze  medals  are  still  available; 
they  are  offered  on  a  first  come-first  served  basis  by  the  non-profit 
Jewish-American  I  lall  of  Fame  for  a  contribution  of  S5().  Mention  that  you 
are  a  member  of  AINA  when  onlenng,  and  you  can  take  a  20%  discount. 
Send  orders  to  Jewish-American  Hall  of  I'ame,  51X0  Jeffdale  Ave., 
WiHKiland  Hills,  (  A  0I3M.  call  XIX-225-I34X,  or  use  Paypal  (with  email 
of  directorjahf^/  yahcHi.com).  Please  allow  up  to  30  days  for  delivcry.fSJ 
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OTHL'R  RABBIS  I l()S'ORi:i)  ON 
JE\  I ISH-AMERICAN  UAH  OE  EAME  MEDAIS 


Isaac  Touro  (1738-1783),  native  of  Holland,  was  hazzan  of  Yeshtiat  Israel  Congregation 
from  1759  until  the  British  occupied  Newport  in  December  1776,  after  which  most  of  the 
Jews  left.  Isaac  Touro  s  son.  Judah,  was  horn  on  June  16,  1775;  in  his  will  he  generously 
donated  $10. (RiO  to  the  Congregation  in  Newport,  henceforth  known  as  the 
Touro  Synagogue.  Designed  by  Tictor  Ries;  issued  in  1977.  _ 


Gershom  Mendes  Sei.xas  (1745-1816).  was  hazzan  of  Congregation  Shearith  Israel,  the 
Spanish  and  Portuguese  Synagogue  of  New  York  City  Designed  by  Gerta  Ries  Wiener: 

is. sued  in  1975. 
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Jiu  oh  f  rankel  ( ISn.S.l.S.s",,  was  ii/i/xunlt’J  h\  Pn-stJcnt  Lincoln  as  the  first  Jewish 
ChapUnn.  ami  Alexander  CuHHle  f  /  V//-/W.?;.  one  of  the  Immortal  Four  Chaplains, 
who  sacrificed  their  li\es  for  others  during  Horld  Utir  //  Desii^ned  hy  Fu^ene  Dauh: 

issued  in  JON 


The  first  mciltil  issued  hv  tin  Jess  ish  American  Hall  of  Fame  r  /VrtVy  honotvd  Rahhi 
Judah  1.  Kfii^nes  ?  i  S""-  lO-lSi  the  first  Pivsidcnt  of  Ifehn'w  L'niversitv,  it  ssas  designed 

hv  I  ictor  Ries  ta 


V(  )l  ARl.  1N\  I Tl  I)  T( )  An  I  NI)  I  WO  TALKS 
AI  I  111,  ANACONA’I  N'MON 

While  there  will  not  be  a  general  meeting  ot'AINA  at  the  ANA  Convention 
in  August.  AINA  Presiilent  Mel  Wacks  will  be  presenting  two  talks  that 
you  are  invited  to  attend:  “50  ^'ears  of  Jew  ish- American  Hall  ot  Fame 
Medals,”  at  TAMS  (  Lhe  Token  and  Medal  Society),  Wednesday,  August 
14,  LOO  I’M,  at  the  Donald  \l.  Stephens  Convention  Center,  Rosemont, 
Illinois;  and  “Women  Honored  on  Jew ish-American  Hall  ol  Tame 
Medals,”  at  WIN  (Women  m  Numismatics),  Saturday,  August  17,  9:00 
AM,  at  the  Donald  L.  Stephens  Convention  Center. 
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NAHMANIDES’  COMMENTARY  AND 

“EAESE  SHEKEES” 


False  shekels,  supposedly  imitating 
genuine  ancient  coins,  were  first 
issued  in  Europe  at  the  end  of  the  1 5th 
cenairy.  The  earliest  examples  were 
apparently  commissioned  by  Georg 
Emerich,  burgomaster  of  Gdrlitz  in 
Silesia,  who  made  a  pilgrimage  to 
Jerusalem  around  1465.  W'hen  he 
returned  to  Gorlitz,  Emerich  built 
a  replica  of  the  Holy  Sepulcher  in 
his  home  town  and,  in  conjunction, 
commissioned  a  souvenir  shekel  to  be 
produced  according  to  a  description 
found  in  the  writings  of  Nahmanides. 
Nahmanides’  description  was  based 
on  a  shekel  coin  of  the  Jewish 
War  against  Rome  (66-70  CE),  which 
he  had  seen  during  his  visit  to  Akko 
in  1268: 

The  Lord  had  blessed  me  so  far, 
and  I  have  been  privileged  to  visit 


Akko,  where  the  city  elders  showed 
me  a  silver  coin,  richly  worked,  which 
depicts  an  almond  branch  on  one 
side  and  a  flask  on  the  other,  with 
clear  inscriptions  on  each  side.  The 
coin  was  shown  to  some  Samaritans, 
who  knew  how  to  read  the  inscription 
immediately,  because  it  was  in  the 
ancient  script,  which  has  remained 
their  .script.  They  read  on  one  side: 
"Shekel  of  Shekels”  [it  actually  read 
"Shekel  of  Israel”]  and  on  the  other 
"Jemsalem  the  Holy.  ”  It  is  said  that 
the  branch  repre.sents  the  rod  of  Aaron 
[now  believed  to  be  three  budding 
pomegranates]  and  thejla.sk  the  pot  o] 
manna  [now  believed  to  be  a  chalice] 

.  ...  I  also  saw  a  coin  with  similar 
motifs  and  writing  -  weighing  half 
that  o[the  previous  coin  -  this  was  the 
halj shekel  used  toward  the  sacrifices. 


Fcil.se  Shekel,  with  date  1584  under  chalice.  Photo  from  Shekel  Medals  and  False  Shekels 

hv  Bruno  Ki.sch,  1941. 
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These  “shekels”  were  ciislnbiited  to 
\isilors  to  Tiiierieh’s  niiKlel  sepuleher 
as  soinenirs.  I  hey  beeaiiie  ver>' 
p<.)pular,  as  ean  be  learned  tri>ni  a 
si\teenth-eentur>  dt)eiinienl,  uhieh 
repK'Pls  that  no  less  than  52,412 
pilgrimage  medals  were  issued  and 
sold  m  the  town  of  Regensburg 


between  1519  and  1522.  Subsequent 
priKlueers  of  false  shekels,  up  to  the 
twentieth  eentur>',  had  less  noble 
motises:  they  tried  to  pass  off  their 
eoins  as  genuine. fill 


Source:  w  w  w.museum.imj.org.il 
(  I  he  Israel  Museum) 


/  \  I  7  \  7  '(  )7<  7M717-  7i7  R77\7:7< 


Isle  of  \fiin  (  n>\\n.  InvcnlKins  of  ihf  MoJern  HorUf  series.  Commemorattnfi  Emile 
fierliner  /VVrt,  2S  J’.V  f’rti  eopper-nn  kel.  J<'<  5  miti 


1  mile  Berliner  was  bom  in 
Hanover,  (iemiany.  m  1X51  into  a 
Jewish  merchant  family.  1  hough 
raised  Jewish,  he  later  became 
an  agnostic.  He  completed  an 
apprenticeship  to  become  a  merchant, 
as  was  lamily  tradition.  \\  hile  his  real 
hobby  was  invention,  he  worked  as 
an  accountant  to  make  ends  meet.  To 
avoid  being  drafted  for  the  Tranco- 
I’mssian  War,  Berliner  migrated  to 
the  United  States  of  America  in  I  X7() 
with  a  friend  of  his  father’s,  in  whose 
shop  he  worked  in  Washington,  D.C. 
He  moved  to  New  York  and,  living 


ofT  temporar\  work,  such  as  doing 
the  paper  route  and  cleaning  bottles, 
he  studied  physics  at  night  at  the 
C  (Hiper  Union  Institute. 

.'MJer  some  time  working  in  a 
h\er\'  stable,  he  became  interested 
in  the  new  audio  technology  of  the 
telephone  and  phonograph,  and 
iinented  an  improved  telephone 
transmitter  (one  of  the  first  types  of 
microphones).  Hmile  Berliner  became 
a  United  States  citizen  in  1X81. 

In  1 8X6  Berliner  began  experiment¬ 
ing  with  methods  of  sound  recording. 
He  was  granted  his  first  patent  for 

Continued 
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what  he  called  the  “Gramophone”  in 
1887.  The  patent  described  recording 
sound  using  horizontal  modulation  of 
a  stylus  as  it  traced  a  line  on  a  rotat¬ 
ing  cylindrical  surface  coated  with  an 
unresisting  opaque  material  such  as 
lampblack,  subsequently  fixed  with 
varnish  and  used  to  photoengrave  a 
corresponding  groove  into  the  sur¬ 
face  of  a  metal  playback  cylinder.  In 
practice,  Berliner  opted  for  the  disc 
fonnat,  which  made  the  photoengrav¬ 
ing  step  much  less  difficult  and  of¬ 
fered  the  prospect  of  making  multiple 
copies  of  the  result  by  some  simpler 
process  such  as  electrot\qiing,  mold¬ 
ing  or  stamping.  In  1 888  Berliner  was 
using  a  more  direct  recording  meth¬ 
od,  in  which  the  stylus  traced  a  line 
through  a  very  thin  coating  of  wax  on 
a  zinc  disc,  which  was  then  etched  in 
acid  to  convert  the  line  of  bared  metal 
into  a  playable  groove. 

By  1890  a  Berliner  licensee  in 
Gennany  was  manufacturing  a  toy 
Gramophone  and  five-inch  hard 
rubber  discs  (stamped-out  replicas 


of  etched  zinc  master  discs),  but 
because  key  U.S.  patents  were 
still  pending  they  were  sold  only 
in  Europe.  Berliner  meant  his 
Gramophone  to  be  more  than  a 
mere  toy,  and  in  1894  he  persuaded 
a  group  of  businessmen  to  invest 
$25,()()(),  with  which  he  started 
the  United  States  (iramophone 
Company.  He  began  marketing 
seven-inch  records  and  a  more 
substantial  (iramophone,  which 
was,  however,  still  hand-propelled 
like  the  smaller  toy  machine. 

The  difficulty  in  using  early  hand- 
driven  Gramophones  was  getting  the 
turntable  to  rotate  at  an  acceptably 
steady  speed  while  playing  a  disc. 
Engineer  Eldridge  R.  Johnson,  the 
owner  of  a  small  machine  shop 
in  Camden,  New  Jersey,  assisted 
Berliner  in  developing  a  suitable 
low-cost  wind-up  spring  motor 
for  the  (iramophone  and  became 
Berliner’s  manufacturer. 

Berliner’s  other  inventions  include  a 
new  type  of  loom  for  mass-production 
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of  cloth;  lui  acoustic  tile;  and  an  early 
\crsion  of  the  helicopter.  According  to 
a  July  1 .  1  report  in  I  hc  New  \’ork 
limes,  a  helicopter  built  by  Berliner 
and  J.  Nevston  Williams  ol'  Derby, 
C'onneetieut,  had  litJed  its  operator 
(Williams)  “from  the  ground  on  three 
cx-'CiLsions”  at  Berliner’s  lahK)ratorN 
in  the  BnghtwcKKl  neighborhiKKl  of 
W'ashinglon,  D.C. 

Between  BJ07  and  BJ2b,  Berliner 
dedicated  himself  to  impro\ing 
the  technologies  of  \ertieal  flight 
through  the  deselopment  of  a  light¬ 
weight  rotar>  engine,  which  he 
continued  to  improse  upon.  On  July 
1 6,  1 922,  Berliner  and  his  son,  I  lenr>, 
demonstrated  a  working  helicopter 
for  the  I'nited  .States  .Anny. 

Berliner  was  aeti\e  in  ad\tK'atmg 
improvements  in  public  health  and 
sanitation,  and  he  also  ad\iK*ated 
for  women’s  equality,  /lonism  was 
another  cause  that  invoKed  I  mile 
Berliner  deeply.  Between  1913  and 
191X.  Berliner  wrote  four  articles  on 
the  subject:  “  I  he  ScK'ial  Status  of  the 
Jews.”  “Zionism  and  the  .American 
Spirit,”  “.Americanism  and  Zionism.” 
and  “  I  houghts  on  Zionism.”  In  1919 
Berliner  was  named  chainnan  of  the 
Committee  on  Arrangements  for  a 
reception  for  the  celebrated  rabbi 
Stephen  S.  Wise.  During  the  same 
year  he  wrote  a  letter  to  the  editors 
of  both  the  Washin^^ton  Star  and 
the  Washington  Post  concerning  the 
second  commemoration  of  the  1917 
declaration  by  British  statesman 
Arthur  Balfour  that  “His  Majesty’s 


(jo\  eminent  favors  establishment 
of  a  national  home  for  the  Jews  in 
Palestine.”  In  1919,  Berliner  wrote 
another  article  on  “A  Study  Towards 
the  Solution  of  Industrial  IToblems 
in  the  New  Zionist  C'ommonwealth.” 


1  mile  Berliner  was  awarded 
the  1929  franklin  Medal  by  The 
franklin  Institute  for  his  “life-work 
in  successful  iinention.”  Berliner 
imented  the  microphone  or  “loose 
contact  telephone  transmitter”  in 
1 H77.  and  applied  its  use  to  telephony. 
He  afso  developed  the  (iramophone, 
or  N’lctor  lalkmg  .Machine,  for  w  hich 
he  w  as  aw  arded  a  Scott  Medal  by  I  he 
franklin  Institute  in  1S97.  Berliner 
received  a  1913  flliott  Cresson 
Medal  for  his  contributions  to  the 
field  of  telephony  and  the  science 
of  sound  reproduction.  Among  his 
other  achievements,  limile  Berliner 
devised  a  method  for  duplicating 
disc  records  and  invented  acoustic 
tiles,  which  aid  in  ensuring  proper 
acoustics  in  halls  and  theaters. fCJ 


Bibliography:  Wikipedia 
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AINA  STUDY  TOUR  .XTDAl.S 

Compiled  by  Mel  Waeks 


In  the  years  indicated,  AINA  spon¬ 
sored  study  tours  to  Israel  for  AINA 
members  and  others.  Each  recipient 
received  a  special  medal,  produced 


in  very  limited  numbers.  Because  ol 
their  rarity,  these  medals  olTer  a  chal¬ 
lenge  for  collectors  attempting  to  as¬ 
semble  complete  col  lections. flu 


Photo  of  the  most  recent  AINA  study  tour,  taken  in  20()H  on  the  Temple  Mount. 


1969  (1st  Tour) 


"Masada"  State  Medal.  1965.  Bronze/Tombac,  35mm.  23}^m.  1 00  made 


23 


Continued 
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1970  (2n(I  lour) 


"City  of  Jenmitt'm"  State  \feJal.  I  VO.  C'opper  S^mm.  2i^m.  Bronze:  35mm.  20ym: 

total  of  1(H)  made 


1971  (3r(l  lour) 


1972  (4(h  lour) 
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1973  (5th  Tour) 


"Israel's  25'^  Anniversary  of  InJepenJence”  State  Medal,  1973.  Tombac. 

35mm.  23gm.  150  made 


1974  (6th  Tour) 


"Israel’s  25'^  Anniversary'  of  Independence  "  AINA  Membership  Medal.  1974,  Brass, 

30mm.  llgm.  100  made 


1975  (7th  Tour) 
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1976  (Sth  lour) 


"Israel  Homh"  Al.\  4  Menihership  MeJai.  /Vrt.  Brass,  AOmm.  Il^m.  JOOmaJc 


1977  (9th  lour) 


inu’ru'an  Israel  'sumismatn  4ss(h  lalion  Id’”  Anniversan  "  SUKe  Methil  w  ith  AISA 
l.n^a  (tn  Reverse.  /V’’  IdmhtH,  '  \v»;.  I  Ad  maJe 


1 977  (  lour  Keceplion ) 


Reception:  March  II,  1977;  Eilat.  Mt.  Sinai.  Sharm  El  Sheikh.  ”  Counter.stanipecl on 
_ Israel  Bonds  Greetinf.'.s  from  I.sracl  medal.  Copper-Nickel.  32  mm. 
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1978  (10th  Tour) 


"Peace  Upon  Israel"  State  Medal  with  AIM  A  Lo^o  on  Reverse.  197H, 
Tombac.  35mm.  ??^m.  160  made 


1978  (Joint  Meeting  with  Israel  Numismatic  Society) 


"Israel  Numismatic  Society”  with  initials  "II.  A.  "  Counterstamped  on  El  Al  CIreetinys 

from  Israel  medal.  Copper-Nickel.  32  mm 


1979  (11th  Tour) 


"Terra  Sancta  ”  State  Medal  with  Counterstamped  Reverse.  1979.  Silver  .  935  Fine. 

35mm,  30gm.  125  made 
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1980  (12th  Tour) 


W-lour”  State  \teJal  with  AlSA  Loj^a  on  Reverse.  I*J7I.  Silver  V35  Fine, 

.F^rnrn.  125  made 


Israel  Ltherated'  State  \1ciUil  with  CounterstampeJ  Reverse,  I^SI.  Silver  V33  Fine, 

55nim.  Mi^m,  made 


1 982  (14th  lour) 


STUDY  TOUR 


,  1982 


d 

c 


1 
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1983  (15th  Tour) 


"f^'e  Shall  Remain  Free  Men/ Masada  Shall  Sot  Fall  Again.  ”  Brass.  3 1  mm.  250  made. 


1984  (16th  Tour) 


Each  medal  is  copper-nickel.  30mm. 


1985  (17th  Tour) 


"  18"'  Anniversary'  of  Jerusalem  Reunited  &  AINA  Founded"  AINA  Membership  Medal. 

1985,  Brass.  30mm.  IJgm.  150  made 


29 


Continued 


ContintnJ 


20(IS  (ISih  lour) 


" livn-iiunon  (  nivcrsilx  of  tfu'  SrfU’v  "  Suite  Mcihtl,  /V7.?.  HnmzcTomhac.  5^nuti.  9S^m. 

ohout  I  ^ivcn  to  A  IS  A  lour  memherx _ _ 


TUI-  CASi:  oi-  Tin-;  missinc;  tour  mhdals 

An  article  was  published  in  the  July-August,  1 9S2  Shekel,  titled:  “AINA  s 
Kourteenth  Annual  Study  Tour."  It  includes  a  picture  of  all  the  participants. 
Rut  Mel  Wacks  has  been  unable  to  locate  a  tour  medal  for  19S2.  It  anyone 
can  supply  infonnation  or  even  belter  a  picture  please  contact  Mel. 
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ON  THE  IDENTITY  OE  EITAZAK 

THE  PRIEST 


From  the  introduction  to  the  article  in  “Studies  in  Memory  of  Dan  Barag, 
published  by  the  Israel  Numismatic  Society  in  1991 

By  David  Hendin 

First  Vice  President  American  Numismatic  Society 


Scholars  have  universally 
suggested  that  Hleazar  the  Priest, 
named  on  several  early  coins  of 
the  Bar  Kokhba  Revolt  (132  - 
135  CE),  was  a  living  person  of 
uncertain  identity.  Mary  Smallwood 
summarizes  the  consensus  when 
she  states  that  “Eleazar  was  clearly 
the  religious  leader,  parallel  but 
subordinate  to  [Shim’on,  who  was] 
the  political  and  military  leader.”' 

1  propose  a  radically  different 
approach — that  Eleazar  was  not 
a  living  person  during  the  time  of 
Bar  Kokhba,  but  use  of  his  name 
is,  instead,  a  messianic  and  heroic 
reference  to  Eleazar  the  Priest,  son  of 
Aaron,  a  man  of  legend,  whose  name 
was  known  by  every  Jew  of  the  time. 
When  the  already  legendary  Joshua 
crossed  the  Jordan  River  to  conquer 
Canaan,  Eleazar  the  Priest  was  at  his 
side.  Eleazar  the  Priest’s  persona  was 
directly  related  to  various  aspects  of 
Bar  Kokhba’s  cause:  first  to  redeem 
Jerusalem,  second  to  rebuild  the 
Temple,  and  finally,  at  least  in  the 
eyes  of  his  early  Rabbinic  loyalists, 
to  show  himself  as  the  Messiah. 


It  is  remarkable  that  in  reviewing 
numismatic  and  historical  works 
over  the  past  150  years,  one  cannot 
identify  a  single  writer  who  has 
suggested  this  approach,  although 
some,  such  as  Smallwood,  were 
tantalizingly  close.  She  noted,  for 
example,  that  “the  prominence 
given  to  a  priest  on  the  coinage  [of 
Bar  Kokhba]  was  surely  connected 
with  the  rebels’  aim  of  restoring  the 
Temple  and  its  cult.”’ 

According  to  Leo  Mildenberg,  “. . . 
the  identity  of  ‘Eleazar  the  Priest,’ 
remains  nothing  but  conjecture.”^ 
In  Frederick  Madden’s  earliest  work 
he  attributed  the  “E'leazar  the  Priest” 
coins  to  the  First  Revolt  (66-70  CE).’’ 
By  the  time  his  ISKl  edition  was 
published.  Madden  suggested  that 
these  were  “Second  Revolt”  coins, 
but  had  no  idea  of  the  identities  of 
either  Shim’on  or  Eleazar.^ 

Smallwood  suggests  that  “the  most 
favored  of  the  various  suggestions 
made  is  that  he  is  Eleazar  ben  Azariah, 
a  member  of  a  priestly  family  and  an 
eminent  rabbi,  though  Bar  Kokhba’s 
uncle,  Eleazar  of  Modi’in,  is  also  a 

Continued 
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possibility.*’^  Mildcnbcrg  adds  Rabbi 
l  lca/ar  bon  llarsoni  to  the  list  ol' 
possibilities,  but  also  points  out  that 
if  Shim’on’s  lather  and  Mea/ar  of 
MiKirin  were  brothers,  then  Shim’on 
would  ha\e  also  been  a  priest  and 
"if  this  had... been  the  ease,  both  he 
and  his  eonteinporanes  as  well  as 
later  Jew  ish  tradition  \s  ould  eertainly 
have  proclaimed  the  priesthcKKl  of 
Shim'on  loudly,  and  not  concealed 
It.”'  1  mil  Schiirer  points  out  that 
“there  is  nothing  to  indicate  that 
1  lea/ar  of  Modi’in  was  a  priest.”' 
^'a’akov  .Meshorer  however  contends 
that  Modi’ in  was  “the  residence 
of  priestly  families  and  (1  lea/ar] 
was  thus  a  priest,’"'  and  he  favored 
i  lea/ar  of  Mixli’in,  and  funher 
suggested  that  the  Mea/ar  coins  were 
discontinued  alJer  the  first  year  or  so 
of  the  revolt '  bc*cause  Mea/ar  fell 
out  of  favor  and  was  repH)nedly  killed 
by  Bar  Kokhba  himself  (However, 
Meshorer  apparently  misread  the 
text,  since  the  telling  suggests  clearly 
that  Mea/ar  was  killed  immediately 
before  the  destniction  of  Beitar, 
the  conclusion  of  the  war.'  )  Ihis 
author  also  previously  argued  in 
favor  of  Mea/ar  of  MtKli’m  and 
suggested  Bar  Kokhba  might  indeed 
have  been  of  priestly  descent  but  his 
bixly  could  have  suffered  mutilations, 
thus  disqualifying  him  from  the 
priesthood.'’ 

Short  of  a  new  historic  document 
or  in.scription,  there  may  never  be 
proof  of  the  identity  of  fdea/ar  the 
Priest.  But  it  is  certainly  an  oversight 


t.lfiizur  the  \ccnmi  Kuhcn  (tucJol  (Hi^h 
Priest ).  stm  eeJiiifZ  his  father  Aaron 
after  he  JieJ  hrom  I'roniptuarii  leonum 
fnsi^nionan  hv  Ciuillaiime  Raialle, 
piihlisheJ  in  l.von.  Franee.  in 
The  wark  meluJes  portraits  designed  as 
medals,  and  hnef  biographies  of  many 
notable  fij,;nres 


that  the  literature  does  not  discuss 
the  possibility  that  this  is  a  reference 
to  Mea/ar  the  .son  of  .Aaron,  the  man 
clothed  on  Mt.  llor  with  his  father’s 
priestly  vestments  by  Mt)ses  himself, 
and  who  served  as  High  Priest  for 
twenty  years.  During  the  wilderness 
wanderings,  Mea/ar  the  Priest  was 
responsible  for  a  census  to  detemiine 
the  si/e  of  the  anny  that  the  people 
of  Israel  could  field  the  first  Jewish 
High  Priest  to  take  direct  involvement 
with  the  Amiy.'"'  He  distributed 
the  inheritances  of  Canaan  to  the 
bribes  of  Israel.''  Before  Moses 
died,  the  l.ord  instructed  Moses  to 
appoint  Joshua  as  his  own  successor, 
and  to  “stand  before  Elcazar  the 
priest  and  all  the  congregation.”'^ 

Continued 
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Eleazar  also  supervised  the  oil  for 
the  seven-branched  candlestick,  the 
incense,  and  all  pertaining  to  the 
inner  sanctuary  of  the  tabernacle  in 
the  wilderness.'^  Thus  the  historic 
Eleazar  was  an  excellent  choice  to 
serve  as  a  religious  and  moral  ideal 
for  Bar  Kokhba. 

THE  ELEAZAR  COLSS 

Thus  we  find  it  plausible  that  in  the 
first  year  of  his  revolt.  Bar  Kokhba 
would  cause  the  name  of  an  historic 
and  iconic  priest  to  be  invoked  on 
his  coins.  The  coins  that  mention 
Eleazar  the  Priest  are  both  bronze 
and  silver.  All  of  the  dies  were  made 
in  the  first  year,  and  nearly  all  were 
struck  in  the  first  and  early  second 
year  of  the  war,"'  when  Bar  Kokhba’s 
success  was  almost  unqualified  and 
his  courting  of  the  rabbis,  priests,  and 
general  population  must  have  been 
most  intense.  As  the  second  year 
progressed  and  early  success  faded, 
there  was  disillusionment  by  the 
rabbis  of  Bar  Kokhba  and  vice  versa. 

Mildenberg  observed  a  significant 
curiosity  regarding  the  Eleazar  coins: 
“The  two  words  ‘Eleazar  the  Priest’ 
never  occur  on  the  coins  of  the  Bar 
Kokhba  Rebellion  in  regular  normal 
writing.  The  letters  are  grouped  on 
the  bronzes  under  the  palm  and  on 
the  denars  around  the  jug  in  so  many 
perplexing  ways  that  generations  of 
students  had  to  make  all  kinds  of 
efforts  to  decipher  this  legend.  At  first 
they  thought  even  some  secret  code, 


in  fact,  a  deliberate  mystification.”''^ 
Although  Mildenberg  did  not  suggest 
it,  one  cannot  overlook  the  possibility 
that  this  cryptic  presentation  of 
Eleazar’s  name  and  title  also  suggests 
an  unusual  reference.'" 

fhe  silver  zuzim  (drachms  or 
denars)  struck  in  the  first  year  (C’oin 
1 )  carry  on  their  reverse  Eleazar’s 
name  in  paleo-llebrew  around  a  jug 
and  willow  branch  .symbols,  also 
messianic,  which  Yonatan  Adler 
suggests  are  directly  related  to  the 
water  libation  ceremony-'  that  had 
been  perfomied  on  the  Temple  altar 
during  Sukkot."  Six  reverse  dies  of 
this  coin  existed,-^  only  one  of  which 
it  known  to  have  been  paired  with 
the  grapes  and  legend  of  the  first 
year.  Only  two  dies  were  created  to 
strike  the  image  of  the  grapes  and  the 
year  one  date  and,  significantly,  one 
of  them  was  the  only  Bar  Kokhba 
die  used  to  strike  both  silver  and 
bronze  coins  (Coin  2),  which  were 
very  dilTerent  in  value  but  the  same 
approximate  diameters. 

Four  dies  were  made  for  the  bronze 
coins,  smallest  denomination  of  Bar 
Kokhba’s  issues,  which  carry  the 
name  Eleazar  the  Priest  in  the  fields 
surrounding  a  palm  tree.  All  of  these 
dies  were  combined  with  the  obverse 
die  also  used  on  the  silver  zuzim  as 
described  above  (Coin  3). 

One  of  the  four  Eleazar  and  palm 
tree  dies  was  retained  in  the  mint  and 
was  later  used  to  strike  a  very  limited 
number  of  coins  during  the  second 
(Coin  4)  and  third  (Coin  5)  years,  in 
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both  cases  combined  with  obverse 
motifs  of  grapes  and  slogans,  (irape 
bunches  are  a  common  motif  in 
Jewish  art  in  the  first  and  second 
centuries  and  seem  to  be  related  not 
only  to  the  agricultural  bounty  of  the 
land  and  related  celebrations  such  as 
Sukkot,  but  also  to  use  of  “the  fruit 
of  the  v  ine”  in  Jewish  ritual  from 
ancient  times. 

In  addition  to  the  dated  year  one 
/u/im.  all  six  of  the  hlea/ar  dies 
were  also  combined  with  a  simpler 
obverse  used  from  late  in  the  first 
year  to  early  in  the  second,  simply 


prcK'laiming  (Sh  ‘mu)  in  a  wreath 
(Coin  6).*'’  d'his  word  is  made  up  of 
the  first  three  letters  of  Bar  Kokhba's 
first  name  lU'?:’.:'  (Shim'on).  It  is  not 
credible  to  assume  that  the  connection 
between  this  abbreviation  and  the 
Sh’ma  prayer  could  have  been 
overUxiked.rcj 

The  author  wishes  to  thank  Yeho- 
hanan  Bulka,  Isadore  (ioldstein, 
Benjamin  (iordon,  Andrew  Mead¬ 
ows.  Uriel  Rappaport,  and  Richard 
Witschonke  for  their  input  and  sug¬ 
gestions,  All  conclusions  are  those 
of  the  author. 


Coin  no.  5 


Coin  no.  6 
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■R)  I  RR  IS  I  lUMAX  TO  COl  i  r.CT, 

i)i\'i\i; 

by  Aaron  Oppcnhcim 


C'ol lectors  of  error  coinage  are 
fascinated  by  the  success  of  eluding 
carefully  tuned  minting  processes 
and  controls  designed  to  prevent 
errors.  In  our  modem  day  \\orld 
of  coin  production  machmerv'  and 
technology-drisen  quality  controls, 
anv  coin  that  leaves  the  mint  with 
an  aberration  is  avidly  sought  after 
by  the  error  coin  collector.  I  his  is 
probably  one  of  the  few  areas  of 
manufactured  goods  w  here  mistakes 
can  actually  increase  their  perceived 
value,  and  the  possession  of  such 
anomalies  is  considered  a  prize, 
often  demanding  a  premium. 

Typical  com  errors  include  the 
striking  of  a  com  die  on  the  w  rong 
metal  or  si/e  planchet  the  blank 
round  before  an  image  is  produced 
from  striking;  o!T-center  strikes 
and  brockages  when  the  image 
appears  on  both  sides  if  the  previous 
com  stmck  didn’t  eject  properly; 
or  even  a  missing  hole  -  such  as  on 
Palestine  Mandate  coinage  of  5.  10, 
or  20  Mils. 

Missing  mintmarks  and  doubled- 
dies  -  resulting  in  a  shadow  image 
produced  from  multiple  strikes, 
have  become  famously  collectible 
coin  errors  among  US  coinage. 
In  the  production  of  stamps  too, 
the  misprint  of  an  inverted  Jenny 


biplane  created  a  stomi  of  error 
collecting  interest  back  in  191 S.  and 
today  that  .same  error  is  celebrated 
by  the  US  Post  Oflice  in  a  special 
edition  issue  using  the  original  dies. 


If'  "'3  »•*  N  r" 
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So  imagine  the  thrill  when  I 
encountered  the  encapsulated  coin 
shown  in  the  accompanying  image. 
This  is  an  Israel  I  Agora  aluminum 
coin  with  scalloped  edge,  graded  and 
certified  by  the  Numismatic  (Guaranty 
Corporation  (“NCiC”).  This  coin 
was  the  lowest  denomination  of  the 
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circulating  coinage  series  from  1960 
until  1980  when  it  was  reformed  due 
to  rampant  inflation. 


Three  stalks  of  grain,  reminiscent 
of  the  identical  design  employed  on 
an  ancient  coin  attributed  to  King 
Herod  Agrippa  37-44  CE  appear 
with  the  State  “Israel”  in  Hebrew 
and  Arabic.  The  numeral  “1”  and 
the  denomination,  “Agorah”  with 
Hebrew  date  appear  on  the  other 
side.  This  particular  coin,  while  in 
pristine  condition  and  graded  as 
such  by  NGC  as  Mint  State  64,  is 
beautiful  in  its  state  of  preservation 
and  appearance,  but  the  catalog 
value  indicates  a  modest  75  cents  as 
millions  of  this  type  were  produced. 
What  value  did  the  NGC  “slab”  add 
to  such  a  common  coin,  1  wondered? 


Upon  closer  inspection,  1  read  the 
NGC  label:  1973  Israel  Agorah.  But 
wait!  1  can  read  the  Hebrew  letters 
of  the  date  on  the 
coin:  Taf,  Shin,  Kaf, 
(iimel.  Apparently, 
N(jC  mistook  the 
third  letter  as  Lamed? 
fhat  translates  into 
NGC'  attributing  this 
coin  as  dating  to  the 
.lewish  Year  5733  = 
1 973  in  the  (iregorian 
calendar,  when  in  fact 
the  coin’s  date  is  ten 
years  earlier,  dated 
5723  =  1963.  1  don’t  know  if  there 
are  collectors  of  slab  errors,  but 
what  we  have  here  is  a  mistake! 
NCjC  is  reputed  as  a  top  tier  third 
party  grading  service,  and  according 
to  information  1  received  upon  my 
inquiry,  each  coin  is  inspected  by 
several  graders  as  part  of  the  grading 
process.  OK,  1  don’t  think  too  large 
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of  a  premium  is  in  urder  for  human 
error.  After  all,  not  everyone  is 
familiar  wiih  the  Hebrew  alphabet. 

But  now  that  1  know  I’m  holding 
a  1  .'\gorah  eoin  and  not  a 

1  Agorah  eoin,  1  am  reminded 
of  a  unique  oeeurrenee  when  these 
eoins  were  produeed.  I  he  normal 
proeess  of  manufaeturing  Israel 
eoms  involve  medal-alignment, 
meaning  the  rotation  of  the  eoin 
from  front  to  baek  displays  the 
reverse  as  normal.  If  the  reverse 
image  were  to  appear  upside 
down  (ISO®  rotation),  that  would 
be  known  as  coin-alignment  or 
referred  to  in  catalogs  as  “inverted 
reverse”.  (US  coins  are  nomially 


struck  with  coin-alignment,  rotate 
any  coin  you’ll  see  the  reverse 
is  upside  down:  Israel  coins  are 
typically  struck  with  medal- 
alignment).  It  just  happened  to  be 
that  m  the  production  of  the  1063 
dated  1  .Agorah  coins  of  which 
there  were  1 4, S()4, ()()()  total  coins 
minted  that  year,  an  estimated 
1  (),()()()  coins  (per  Israel's  Money 
Aiamp:  Medals  by  Sylvia  HatTner) 
with  this  inverted  reverse  error 
were  released  from  the  mint  before 
being  noticed.  That  works  out  to 
be  a  fraction  of  one  percent  of  the 
total  mintage.  I  gingerly  flipped  the 
N(iC'  slab  over  and  behold,  it’s  one 
of  these  error  coins! 


19G3  israf:i.  coin  issuks 

ISSUED  BY  THE  BASK  OF  ISRAEL 
I  NCTMCUI  ATfl) 
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In  fact,  the  inverted  reverse  1963 
one  Agorah  coin  is  catalogued  and 
collected  by  error  specialists  among 
two  other  ofhcial  issues  of  the  Israel 
Government  Coins  and  Medals 
Corporation.  The  1963  dated 
annual  mint  coin  set  of  6  different 
denominations  as  issued  in  a  white 
card  is  valued  at  approximately 
$125,  while  the  same  white  card 


set  containing  the  inverted  Agorah 
coin  is  valued  at  $200.  Similarly, 
the  first  year’s  issue  of  the  Season’s 
(ireetings  token  began  in  1964 
using  the  1963  Agorah  coin  encased 
in  a  brass  33mm  frame  with  the 
Hebrew  “Shana  Tova”  ((iood  Year) 
inscription,  has  been  discovered 
as  well,  containing  the  coin  with 
inverted  reverse. 


So  now  we  can  add  to  our 
collection  of  1963  inverted  reverse  1 
Agorah  coins  a  Mint  State  example 
safely  housed  in  an  official  NCiC 
slab,  erroneously  described  as  1 973. 
An  error  camouflaged  in  error! 

What’s  to  learn  from  this 
discovery?  1 )  Know  your  Israeli  coins 
to  recognize  when  documented  errors 


were  produced.  2)  Become  fiuent 
with  the  Hebrew  alphabet  to  readily 
identify  the  actual  coin.  3)  Don't  rely 
on  the  slabbed  description  -  expect  that 
even  the  best  of  the  grading  ser\  ices 
can  make  mistakes  loo!  4)  And  enjoy 
the  hobby  for  what  it’s  worth.  To  an 
error  collector,  it  may  be  worth  a 
lot  more! fill 
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VI'  AUCI  IOX 


Some  of'  Oskar  Schindler's 
personal  possessions,  including 
a  I93X  Sudelenland  Medal,  were 
sold  at  auction  by  RR  Auction 
of  Amherst.  New  Hampshire,  m 
March.  The  medal  was  described  as: 

SuiictcnlanJ  MvJul  hclon^in^  to 
Oskar  Schitnlcr.  measuring  3.?  mm 
in  Jianu’lcr  anJ  snspcnJcJ  from  a 
rcJ-anJ-hlack  rihhon,  Jvpictin^  a 
man  stanthn^  on  a  (ierman  pociinm 
ami  helping  another  nnshackleJ 
man  join  him,  .symholizin}^  Austria  .V 
joining  the  Third  Reich.  The  reverse 


reads,  "I  Oktoher  I9AS,  Tin  Talk, 
Tin  Reich,  Tin  Tuhrer  [One  People, 
One  Tmpire,  One  Leader].”  The 
Sudetenland  Medal  u  o.v  awarded  to 
all  Oerman  officials  and  members 
of  the  Wehrmaeht  and  SS  who 
marched  into  Sudetenland,  and 
It  was  later  awarded  to  militaiy 
personnel  partieipatiny,  in  the 
occupation  of  the  remnants  of 
Czechoslovakia.  Schindler  had 
aided  in  the  anne.xation  and 
occupation  of  the  Sudetenland  as  a 
spv  for  the  (ierman  yovernment.liU 
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RAINS  UNEARTH  RARE 
BAR  KOCI I  BA  COIN 


The  ancient  coin  discovered  on 
February  6,  2019  in  the  Lachish 
region,  dating  back  to  the  Bar  Kochba 
revolt  in  1 33/  1 34  CH.  Photo  by  Shiri 
Burchard. 

In  Febmary,  an  Israeli  tour  guide 
and  her  friend  discovered  a  rare 
1,900-year-old  coin  from  the  time  of 
the  Bar  Kochba  revolt  ( 1 32- 1 35  CH). 
The  bronze  coin  had  been  unearthed 
by  rains  in  the  Lachish  region, 
southwest  of  Jerusalem,  according  to 
the  Israel  Nature  and  Parks  Authority. 

Tour  guide  Maayan  Shalom  and 
her  friend  Shiri  Burchard  were 
walking  on  a  dirt  road  near  the  Clivat 
Gad  nature  reserve  on  a  training  hike, 
when  they  spotted  a  round  green 
object  sticking  out  of  the  ground. 
The  Givat  Gad  nature  reserve  is  west 
of  Hebron,  an  area  where  scholars 
say  Bar  Kochba  was  active. 

After  cleaning  off  the  dirt,  they 
took  the  coin  to  Dr.  Zvika  Tzuk, 


the  chief  archaeologist  of  the 
Nature  and  Parks  Authority,  who 
handed  it  to  Dr.  Danny  Syon  of  the 
Israel  Antiquities  Authority.  Syon 
succeeded  in  deciphering  the  images 
and  inscriptions  on  the  rare  coin, 
detemiining  that  it  dates  back  to  133 
or  1 34  CL. 

One  side  of  the  coin  had  an  image 
of  a  palm  tree  with  seven  branches 
and  two  clusters  of  grapes  plus  the 
inscription  “Shimon"  Shimon  Bar 
Yohai,  Bar  Kochba 's  real  name  in 
ancient  Hebrew.  The  other  side  of 
the  coin  had  a  vine  leaf  with  a  twig 
and  around,  plus  the  ancient  Hebrew 
inscription  meaning  “the  second  year 
of  the  freedom  of  Israel." 

Coins  of  this  type  were  minted 
during  the  Bar  Kochba  revolt  from 
132-135  CL,  during  which  Jewish 
rebels  managed  to  regain  some 
autonomy  from  Rome.  The  “second 
year"  was  1 33/ 1 34  CL. 
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“Bar  Kochba’’  by  Arthur  Sz>'k. 
1927,  walcrcolor  and  gouache  on 
paper.  Public  domain,  via  W  ikipedia. 

Ilie  Bar  Kcx:hba  a’volt,  uhich 
lasted  lha*e  and  a  half  years,  wits  the 
last  and  arguably  greatest  of  several 
Jewish  uprisings  against  foreign  rulers 
in  ancient  times.  The  rebels  prepamd 
well  ahead  of  lime  and  according  to 


the  3rd  cenlurv'  historian  Dio  Cassius, 
Roman  legions  were  brought  from 
other  Bmpire  outposts  to  quell  it. 

Dio  C'assius  wrote  that  some  50 
Jewish  fortresses  and  over  1,000 
settlements  were  destroyed,  along 
with  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
Jewish  lives  lost.  Rabbinical  leaders 
who  supported  Bar  Kochba  were 
executed,  including  the  scholar 
Rabbi  Akiva,  who  had  anointed 
Shimon  as  Bar  Kochba  (Son  of  the 
Star),  a  messiah  for  the  Jews. 

“  The  road  near  where  the  coin 
was  found  connects  a  number  of 
communities  with  hiding  places 
from  the  days  of  Bar  Kochba."  said 
T/uk.  “It  is  possible  that  one  of  the 
residents  or  fighters  who  moved 
from  one  community  to  another  lost 
the  coin,  which  waited  l,XX5  years 
until  it  was  found." 


ANNOCNCBMHNT 

Since  there  were  no  nominations  for  the  AINA  Board  of  Directors'  2019 
election,  no  election  will  be  held,  and  the  following  individuals  will 
continue  in  their  rK>sitions  through  2022:  Mel  W'acks,  Michael  Mooney, 
Stephen  I  regger.  and  Larry  I'mert. 
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2019  ISRAEL  INDEPEKDENCE 
DAY  COINS  COMMEMORATE 
INNOX'ATIOK  NATION 


The  obverse  features  the  Israel 
State  Emblem,  “Israel”  in  English, 
Hebrew  and  Arabic,  “Independence 
Day  2019”  in  English  and  Hebrew 
and  the  face  value.  Seven  stars  allude 
to  the  7  decades  of  the  State  of  Israel 
and  the  horizon  denotes  Israel’s 
innovative  achievements  which  go 
far  beyond  the  horizon,  where  “the 
sky  is  the  limit.”  Around  the  border  of 
the  reverse  is  the  inscription  “Israel’s 
71st  Anniversary”  in  English, 
Hebrew  and  Arabic.  6  symbols 
represent  Israeli  developments  in  the 
different  innovation  sectors:  A  rocket 
representing  Israel’s  space  program 
and  research,  a  “disk-on-key”  (USB 
Memory  Stick)  representing  data 
storage  for  the  computer,  a  solar 
panel  signifying  the  use  of  solar 
energy,  a  water  droplet  -  water 
technology,  3  leaves  -  agritech, 
a  symbol  representing  Israeli  car 


navigation  techniques.  Border 
inscription:  “Innovation  Nation”  in 
English,  Hebrew  and  Arabic.  Design 
by  Meir  Eshel. 

This  year’s  Israel  Independence 
Day  Coin  highlights  the  innovative 
sectors  of  the  State,  in  particular 
space  and  computing  technology, 
w'ater,  agriculture  and  solar  energy. 

From  agritech  solutions, 
computing  and  space  technology 
to  life-saving  medical  feats,  the 
achievements  attained  by  the  State 
of  Israel  in  just  71  years  since  its 
establishment  are  admirable.  Israel 
has  become  one  of  the  world’s 
top  locations  for  entrepreneurs 
and  venture  capitalists  along  with 
California’s  Silicon  Valley  and  the 
economic  capitals  of  Europe. 

Modem  Israel’s  innovations  began 
in  the  first  collective  communities, 
or  the  “Kibbutzim,”  in  which  new 
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immigrants  from  over  130  nations 
found  themselves  experimenting 
with  new  agrieultural  methods  and 
ereating  Israel’s  first  industries. 
Innovative  spirit  and  the  “Israeli 
brain”  together  w  ith  sueeessful  team¬ 
work,  problem-solving  and  technieal 
skills  learned  during  militar\  ser%  iee 
have  contributed  to  the  sueeess  of 
Israeli  entrepreneurs  on  a  global 
seale.  Israel’s  top  edueational 
institutions  have  also  contributed  by 
cultivating  a  knowledgeable  nation 
of  scientists,  engineers,  dcKtors  and 


professors  and  among  them,  many 
researchers. 

On  April  11,  2019,  Israel  became 
the  7th  countr\'  to  ever  orbit  the  moon 
and  the  fourth  to  touch  the  surface, 
but  unfortunately  the  Beresheet 
lander  (the  first  private  lander  trying 
to  land  on  the  nunm)  hit  the  surface 
going  ttx)  fast  after  its  main  engine 
cut  out  around  10  km  in  altitude. 

Israel’s  high  concentration  of  Nobel 
Prize  laureates  in  comparison  to  its 
relatively  small  population  reflects  its 
innovative  achievements  fCJ 


.Metal  and  Finish 

Face 

Value 

Mint 

Mark 

Diameter 

mm 

Weight 

gm. 

M.i.  ||l 

MintageT 

Gold/917  22k.  Proof 

MS  10 

"O"  (Mem) 

30.0 

16.96 

555 

Silvcr/999  Proof 

MS  2 

(Mem) 

3S.7 

31.1 

2.800 

Silver/925  Proof  like 

MSI 

Star  of  Da\'id 

30 

i7.4 

1,800 
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RECEIPT  FOR  PALESTINE 

By  Jordan  Finkin  Ph.D. 

Rare  Book  and  Manuscript  Librarian,  Hebrew  Union  College 


In  1920,  the  British  government 
decided  to  transfer  administration  of 
the  Palestine  Mandate  from  military 
to  civilian  control.  To  that  end  it 
appointed  Herbert  Samuel  as  High 
Commissioner  for  Palestine  and  sent 
him  to  Jerusalem  to  assume  control 
from  Major  General  Sir  Louis  Bols. 
They  met  on  June  30,  1920  at  the 
General’s  office  for  the  transfer  of 


M.UDR-CfcNtKAL  SIR  LOl  lS.  JfcAN  HOLS.  K.C.ll.,  D.S.O. 


power  at  which  point  Bols  observed 
something  to  the  ellect  of,  “1  suppose 
you’ll  need  a  receipt.”  He  took  out 
a  sheet  of  letterhead  and  wrote  one 
out.  Note  that  “L.  &  O.L.”  means 
“Errors  and  omissions  excepted” 
a  disclaimer  formula,  often  used 
when  transactions  are  undertaken 
quickly,  to  reduce  the  liability  of  the 
disclaimant  flu 


Sir  Herbert  Samuel,  in  center,  with 
Lawrence  oj  Arabia  in  back  of  bis  left 
shoulder. 
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Courtesy  of  the  Klau  Lihrary',  Cincinnati.  Hebrew  Union  College-Jewish 

Institute  of  Religion 


A.I.NA  Marketplace 


The  Pennsyivaota  Association  of  Numismatists  (PAN)  is  a  non-profit  educational 
state  organization  founded  m  1078  consistir^  of  ir>dividuais  and  com  cluOs  throughout 
the  Common^alth  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  United  Stales 

PAN  membership  rs  open  to  any  individual  or  club  irtteiested  in  ttie  study  and  coilectiun 
of  corns  currency  medals  tokens  arx)  related  n^aleriat  The  cost  is  $12  per  calendar 
year  (dubs  are  free)  You  vvill  receive  our  |Ournai  The  Clarion  published  three  times 
per  year  and  tha  PAN  eNEWS  a  free  electronic  newsletter 

PAN  Corn  Shows  ano  Conventions  occur  every  spnrtg  in  early  May  and  fall  in  (ate 
October  at  the  Monroeville  Convention  Center  209  MaH  Blvd  MonrueviHe  PA  16146 
There  are  rrxire  than  130  tables  and  100  dealeis  eager  tu  buy  sell  ur  trade  coins 
paper  money  tokens  medals  gokl  sriver  and  buiion 


PAN  emdil 

1tMl6  Way 

23 

wraiM  «  PA  iM  11 


pancoins(Sgmail  com 

ie  I 

‘  (g)pancoinsPAN 


website  WWW  pancoins  org 


Society  of  Israel  Philatelists,  Ine. 

Dr.  Benjamin  W  allace  2  l917  Ha/clmere  Road 

Beachwood.  OH.  1-1122-3238 

Dues 

L'SA  C!anada/Mexico  All  Others 

S30.00  S3-1.00  $-i3.0() 

Ilie  Socicts  ot  Israel  Pliilateliscs  is  a  lumsectarian  cultural  ami 
edutaciunal  organization  deilicated  to  the  study  and  tollettiiif^ol 
.ill  phiiateiii  items  related  to  the  Holy  l.aiui. 

Ihe  journal,  Ihc  Israel  I’hilatelist.  is  published  6  times  a  year. 


Coins  of  the  Holy  Land 


Coins  of  the 
Land: 

1  he*  Alirahani  and  A\anan 
StilacT  CollcTtmn  at  the* 

Ainc’t  u'an  Nuinismalu*  Soi  iely 
anil  the*  Isiaol  .Wii.sciiin 

Hardcover,  2  Volumes, 

Vol.  1:  344  pp.  Vol.  2:  244  pp.,  238  plates 
ISBN:  978  089722  283  9  (complete  2  volume  set) 
List  Price:  US  $190 
ANS  Member  Price:  US  $133 
Ancient  Coins  in  North  American  Collections  8 
(ACNAC  8)  2013 


American 

Numismatic 

Society 

Puhlications 


The  Abraham  and  Marian  Soi'aer  collection  consists  of  4,000  coins  and  related  objects 
prduced  by  the  peoples  who  inhabited  the  Holy  Land  from  the  Persian  period  in  the  5th  and 
4th  centuries  BCE  through  the  Crusader  Kingdom  in  the  13th  century  ot  the  modern  era. 
Assembled  over  more  than  30  years,  the  collection  contains  gold,  silver,  and  bronze  coins  of  the 
Persians,  Greeks,  Samarians,  Jews,  Nabataeans,  Romans,  Byzantines,  Arabs,  and  Crusaders. 


The  book  was  written  by  Yaakov  Meshorer  with  Gabriela  Bijovsky  and  Wolfgang  Fischer- 
Bossert,  and  edited  by  David  Hendin  and  Andrew  Meadows. 


For  more  information  or  to  order  your  copy  ot 
this  book;  visit  our  web  store  at: 
http://numismatics.org/Store/ACNAC8 
or  call  Membership  at  212-571-4470  ext.  1 17 


75  V'arick  St.,  it.  1 1 
New  York,  NY  10013 

t.  212-571-4470 
f.  212-571-4479 

www.numismatics.org 
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David  I  lendiiis  CUIDI:  to  BIBLICAL  COINS 

I'roiii  your  favorite  dealer, 
llie  publisher,  or  Auiazt)n.coni 

Amphora  •  P.C).  Box  805  •  Nyack,  NY  10960 

AfnphoraCoifis(u  aol.ioni 

y^IRA  6c 

GoldberG 

\l  C  I  lONHl. KS  A  _ 

Acc«)l'rg  C<y»*»gn'ne'«»  cf  A'^c<ot  vVDrtd  ind  u  s  Ccxnt  *0»  00' 

"■a  of  aixtiO'n  ««>»'  Spe<*«i />og  i*"  A'^C'eni  JuOeaf  Co>o»  P^JG 

.  '«  ASA  A  ‘a-"  ,  tra(J''’C'’  w'k*  i93^ 

IMtNI  U  (»Um|>K  HKil  trxiwi.  I  .«  Nnitrlrx.  <  \  •XNk.4  f  at  (  M  It)  5*  I  •:h26 

Visit  our  vwtjsits  WWW  goldbsrgcotnt  com 


WILLIAM  KOSENBLUM/RARE  COINS 
FLO.  Box  785.  Littleton,  CO  80160-0785 
Tel  720-98 1  -0785  Fax  720-98 1  -5345 
u-uAV  rosrnblumcoins.com  billt/ roscnbIumcoins.com 


For  the  past  30  years  \vc  have  lx‘en  the  world's  leading  dealer  in  all 
aspects  of  Ancient  Judaea.  Israel,  Palestine  and  Judaica  (including 
the  Hokxaust)  as  related  to  coins,  medals,  banknotes,  tokens,  etc. 
Life  Member  of  ANA,  former  member  Board  of  Directors  of  AINA, 
MemlxT  International  Asscx  iation  of  FLofessional  Numismatists. 


I  ME  lOKEV  AM)  NM:I) A E  S()(  M  lA 

Publishes  a  birntMithU  joiimal.  has  a  library  a\ail- 
.ible  to  memIxTs,  and  an  annual  meeting  at  the 
ANA.  lAM.S  and  AINA  jointly  sponsor  the  Ren 
( )desser  Auard  lor  the  Rest  Artiele  in  “  I  he  Shekel” 
Dues  are  S.>()  (I  .S.),  S42  (Canada)  and  Sbh  (( )ther 
I  oreign).  Seiul  to:  I  AMS,  e o  Mark  I  ighterman, 
5224  W.  State  Kd  4b.  No.  4l)X.  Sanford,  I  L  32771. 


WWW.ZU/IMCOINS.COM 
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(;Bank_r^je  Reporter 

r  IKZ  GcM  C«rtif)cates  top  FUN  mI« 


^  NUMISMASTER  corn* 


EWorld  Coin  News 

Ffwce  wins  Coin  ol  ttie 


iNuimpaDcNev 

Hl9h  atmtnd.  highw  prlc*  •• 


THE  HOBBY  LEADER  IN  TEIE  WORLD  OE  NUMISMAI  ICS 

KRAUSE  PUBLICATIONS 


MAGAZINLS 

Ouf  veteran  editors  bring  you  such  respected 
publications  as  Numismatic  News.  World 
Com  News,  Bank  Note  Reporter  and  Coins 
Magazine. 

BOOKS 

Our  expert  price  analysts  publish  must-have 
reference  books  like  the  Standard  Catalog  line 
of  world  com  and  paper  money  books,  as  well 
as  U.S.  Com  Digest  and  North  American  Coins 
4  Pnces. 

DIGITAL  PRODUCTS 

Our  latest  products  allow  you  to  enjoy  price 
guides  as  never  before,  with  greater  portability, 
photo  enlargement,  and  individual  page  pnnting 
capabilities. 


ONI  INt 

NumisMaster.com  and  NumismaticNews.com 
bring  you  the  most  up-to-date  industry  news 
and  pncing.  and  our  weekly  email  newsletters 
are  must-reads. 

SHOWS 

Our  Chicago  Paper  Money  Expo  and  Chicago 
International  Coin  Fair  make  Chicago  a  must- 
stop  for  dealers  and  collectors. 


A  wealth  of  information  awaits 
you  at  NumisMaster.com 
and  ShopNumisMaster.com 


Krause  Publications,  700  E.  State  St.  tola,  Wl  54990-0001  •  855-842-5272  •  ShopNumisMaster.com 


WORLD  &  ANCIENT  COIN  AUCTIONS 


HERITAGE  AUCTIONS  is 
The  Market  Leader  in  Judaean  Coins 


J«with  lAO  66-70) 
AR  p/ototyp«  Y*«r  1 

R«alii«d  SI, 105,375 


Trtui.  »i  (AD  69-79). 

IVDAEA  OEVICTA  type  AV  aureut. 
Realiaed  5956,000 


Vetpatian  (AO  69-79) 

(VOAFA  Carta  type  Onchakum  sette'tliM. 
Realiaed  5262,900 


Bar  Kokhba  RevoK  fAD  132-135). 
AR  tela  Year  1 
Realiaed  5«9,625 


INQUIRIES: 


m 

HERITAGE 

AUCTIONS 

THE  WORLD'S  LARGEST 
NUMISMATIC  AUCTIONEER 

DALLAS  I  NEW  YORK  I  BEVERLY  HILLS  I  SAN  FRANCISCO  I  CHICAGO  I  PALM  BEACH 
LONDON  I  PARIS  I  GENEVA  I  AMSTERDAM  I  HONG  KONG 

WorlciCoins@HA.com 


Sam  Spiegel 
Director. 

International  Numismatics 

214-409-1524 

SamSOHA.com 


BP  20%,  see  HA.com  48576 


